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one feel the need of Christ's redeeming and for-
giving grace. If Hawthorne had read his New
Testament as earnestly and as searehingly as he
read the human heart, how great and inspiring
would have been the gospel he would have had to
preach. For there is Another wounded by our
sin. We could have no power over Him " except
it were given us;" but He Himself has bestowed
thfe power. His love has made Him vulnerable.
And tjiose wounds became redemptive. Our
fathers sang " Fly to those dear wounds'of His.35
But we caused those wounds! True! That is the
gospel in a word. Love takes to itself the shame
and pain of sin, and so is able to save without
dishonouring the majesty of law. Christ is God's
answer to our cry. He comes to hear the confes-
sion which burdens our hearts, and with authority
to forgive sins.

There are three steps In Dante's vision which
lead to the place of hope. The first is of white
polished marble, so white, so clear, that he who
looks thereon can see his face reflected. The
second step is dark, rough, rugged, and cracked
across its whole surface. The third is red, blood-
red. On the third step God's angel stands guard-